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With the formation of Kol Dorot, we are 

delighted that Temple Beth El Nursery 

School continues as our newly named 

Kol Dorot Early Learning Center. David 

Stamberg, a former nursery school par-

ent and TBE past president whose 

daughter is a senior at University of Del-

aware, has nothing but positive 

thoughts about the school. He recogniz-

es that his daughter's sense of pride and 

connection with Judaism all started in 

nursery school.  

Rachel Fischer, 25, reflects on her pre-school memories. "I was taught to be 

proud of my Jewish identity from a young age, something I have carried with 

me into adulthood."   

Parents of our current students and recent graduates also have wonderful 

things to say about the school's truly unique learning environment. Alizah Dia-

mond has been fortunate to have both of her children attend the nursery 

school. Her son is a 2018 graduate, and her daughter is entering the 4s this 

fall. She comments, "I will be eternally grateful for how the teachers have en-

riched the lives of my children. Not only do the teachers and staff bring a 

sense of love and warmth to their students' lives every single day, but they 

believe in 'getting down on the floor' with the kids and helping them unlock 

new worlds of creativity and imagination."  

(Continued on Page 9.)  

Making New Memories at the Kol Dorot Early Learning Center 

by Suzanna Breit 

www.koldorot.org 

"The teachers care for the children as their own and demonstrate 
the utmost passion for what they do." Leah Horesh 

http://www.koldorot.org
https://www.instagram.com/koldorot/
https://www.facebook.com/koldorot


 

Right now, as you read this, our community is in one of the most active and momentous 

phases of our transition to Kol Dorot. This month we will finally come together in one 

building, fully combine our worship services and programs, and really take up our new 

name and identity. For this big step, we planned numerous ceremonies and occasions to 

bring together the individuals and families who make up our new community. 

But without one more piece, it won’t be enough. We need to make new Kol Dorot friends. 

We can share one sanctuary, but we will not be one community until we get to know each 

other. So whether it’s when we welcome the TBE Torah procession on Saturday, June 

15th, or at Shabbat services during the summer, or at any other Kol Dorot occasion, I hope 

you’ll seek out people you haven’t met. I hope you’ll share your name and some of your story. 

Some of us are naturally outgoing. Some of us (like me) have to work at it. But we have a rare opportunity right 

now—like freshman orientation at college or the first week of summer camp—when all of us are in the same boat; 

we all want to make these new connections. And I know we will. 

The Talmud says of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai that no one ever managed to greet him first—not even a stranger in 

the marketplace—because he was so quick to greet everyone he encountered. This summer and beyond, let us be 

like Rabbi Yochanan, eagerly greeting and getting to know each other and building the real foundations of our Kol 

Dorot future.  
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Greeting the Future Together at Kol Dorot by Rabbi Noah Fabricant 

Rabbi Noah Fabricant 
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It's hard to believe that summer is almost here. Yet the pace of our community’s life 

isn’t slowing down one bit this season as we create Kol Dorot and prepare for a great 

year.  

Although religious school and many programs and classes are on summer hiatus, you 

might think that there isn’t much to do Jewishly. Wrong! We are still your center of Jew-

ish learning and living all year long. Here are some ideas to help enrich your summer: 

1. Celebrate Shabbat at home. With more relaxed summer nights, why not invite a few 

friends over for a leisurely Shabbat dinner or a Saturday afternoon picnic? Take the time 

each week to make Shabbat a true day of rest. 

2. Come to Shabbat services or Torah study. Our summertime Shabbat services begin Fridays at 6:00 p.m. Watch 

for information about Prayers on the Palisades, when our service is held outdoors at State Line Lookout (off the 

Palisades Parkway). Consider joining us for Torah study on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. (and 9:30 a.m starting July 6th). 

No experience necessary, no Hebrew required -- just an open mind and interest in seeing how Jewish texts are rel-

evant in our lives today. 

3. Attend Shabbat services in other cities. Going on a trip this summer? Check out Shabbat services at a congrega-

tion wherever you are. There are synagogues just about everywhere. (Maybe we should give a prize for the most 

exotic temple visited.) Ask one of the clergy ahead of time, and we’ll be happy to help you make arrangements. 

We know people everywhere! 

(Continued on Page 8.)  

Summertime Judaism by Rabbi David Widzer 
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How TRULY EXCITING. Our multi-year process that has led 
us to redirect our future and that of Reform Judaism 
in Bergen County is nearly complete. We stand ready to 
move forward with our next chapter as Kol Dorot: A 
Reform Jewish Community. 

Our lay leaders, staff and clergy continue to work daily on 
the many aspects of our merger. In recent weeks, we... 

... selected a logo for our new community 

... announced the board of trustees for our first year 

... agreed upon 2019-2020 dues and religious school fees  

... finalized clergy & staff contracts & employment agreements 

... submitted our Certificate of Merger to the State of NJ 

... saw our plan pass unanimously at the Oradell Zoning Board 
of Adjustments  
... submitted our architect's plans to the Oradell Construction 
Department for permits 
... hired a building contractor 
... acquired the title for 660 Kinderkamack Road 
... received pre-approval for a bridge loan to cover six months 
of construction 

  
And there's much more to come. We will soon secure 
our demolition permit and begin the renovations as our 
builder moves interior walls of the existing office building 
to create our new house of worship. Meanwhile, both 
congregations will have services dedicated to honoring 
their respective histories on June 14 and 15 plus a shared 
celebration on the afternoon of June 15 as the Torahs are 
marched west from Closter to their temporary housing 
in Washington Township. On Friday, June 21, we will have 
our first official joint service at Kol Dorot West. And soon 
you will hear about our capital campaign to raise the 
funds necessary to build a Phase II sanctuary, making our 
house of worship a 365-day-a-year building and offering 
opportunities for naming rights to memorialize and honor 
our families.  

This summer, all members of Temple Beth El and Temple 
Beth Or will automatically become members of Kol Dorot. 
Also this summer, Rabbi Widzer and TBE Office Manager 
Patsy Deonandan will join the office staff and clergy at Kol 
Dorot West. Early Learning Center Director Barbara 
Weinberg and her administrative assistant, Amy Fox, will 
remain at Kol Dorot East to operate the Kol Dorot Early 
Learning Center until we are ready to move to our Oradell 
location in late Fall 2019.   Angela Schuster, Donna Selby, Joel Rubin and Lee Anne Luing  

 

Our religious school kicks off the school year in its 
temporary location in Washington Township 
(registration information is now available!) In late 
September, we will join together to observe our  
High Holy Days at Kol Dorot West.  
  
In November 2019, when Phase One of construc- 
tion should be complete, we will close the doors 
of Kol Dorot West and march our Torahs to our 
new home at 660 Kinderkamack Road. Amazing! 

We didn’t get here by accident. Each step was 
made with great intention. And it's natural to be 
nostalgic and sad for the space we have called 
home for more than 50 years while also welcoming 
a change that helps our Reform Jewish community 
flourish in Northern Bergen County.  
 
As we forge a new sacred community, we need 
each and every one of you to be part of it. 
Together, we will embrace and share in all the 
simchas and other lifecycle events as a larger and 
even more vibrant community. What an exciting 
time to be part of Kol Dorot! 

 

L’shalom, 
 

 Angela Schuster Donna Selby 
angela@fauxtimedesign.com donnaselby@gmail.com
  

 Joel Rubin Lee Anne Luing 
 joel@joelrubin.com tbopresluing@gmail.com 

It’s Getting Closer Every Day! 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
mailto:mailtoangela@fauxtimedesign.com
mailto:donnaselby@gmail.com
mailto:joel@joelrubin.com
mailto:tbopresluing@gmail.com
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I have a secret. Well, it’s not really a secret, but I know something that you don’t 
know yet! 

As many of you do know, I’ve had the unique opportunity to be the religious school 
director at both Temple Beth El and Temple Beth Or. While TBO has been a part of 
my life for seven years now, this past school year was my first year with TBE.  

In my end-of-school-year communications with both the families at TBE and TBO, I 
wrote and spoke about our students’ accomplishments in the classroom, our 
amazing teachers and families, the importance of community and education, and 
how we’re strengthened by our appreciation of our Jewish heritage.  

Now, at Kol Dorot Religious School, here’s what I already know. I know that our 
families are in for an exciting coming together when our next religious school year begins. (Yes, we’re already 
thinking about September.) I know that you will experience the natural connections I did, when I was welcomed 
into each congregation. And, I know what incredible students we have with supportive and involved families. 
Thank you. 

As hard as it is to believe that another school year has come to an end (make that two), I imagine that the next 
school year will likely fly by even quicker. We will meet again at Kol Dorot West before making our way to our new 
home, and we will do it together. 

So as you look through your registration information, know that we’re already thinking about what’s in store next 
year… family programming, new Hebrew learning strategies and engaging electives. Toda raba for a truly amazing 
year. Have a wonderful summer. I look forward to seeing you at Kol Dorot!  

Listen, Do You Want to Know a Secret? by Anat Katzir, Kol Dorot Educator 

GOT MAIL? 

 

 
KolDorot.org is emailing you 

Check your spam, add info@koldorot.org 
to your safe senders list, or email us the address 

you’d like us to use!  

Anat Katzir 

http://www.amgprints.com/
http://www.eventgrp.com/
mailto:sandra@sandrablumenreich.com
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It takes talent, persuasion and patience to nurture a synagogue vol-

unteer choir. Cantor Sarah Silverberg has done that in the five years 

she has been with Temple Beth Or -- and has led the religious 

school’s junior choir as well. At this time, about 16 adults meet with 

her over the summer in preparation for the High Holidays.   

Soon our choir may be larger, when Beth El and Beth Or merge to 

form Kol Dorot. Cantor Sarah looks forward to the challenge of or-

ganizing it all. Although it’s a lot of music to learn and prepare, she 

loves how participating in the choir helps to strengthen friendships, 

fosters a singing community, and provides a different spiritual expe-

rience for the High Holidays. Between chatting and joking together at rehearsals, she finds moments to talk about 

the spirituality behind the music the choir sings. “When we can collectively find the emotion in the liturgy we sing, 

the music becomes elevated to such a beautiful level and it suddenly becomes prayer,” she explains. “It’s an in-

credibly powerful moment and one of the things I look forward to most about our choir rehearsals.” Each tem-

ple also currently has a band that plays several times a year at Shabbat services. Although each band brings differ-

ent talent, instruments and music, they both help to infuse our Shabbat services with incredible energy.  

Cantor Sarah came to Temple Beth Or in July of 2014 (at the same time as Rabbi Noah). She immediately loved the 

warmth of the community and the openness to trying new Jewish music, ideas and customs. Thinking ahead to 

Kol Dorot, Cantor Sarah is looking forward to collaborating with a new partner in music, when Jim Rensink (see in-

terview at right) joins her. She says, “I am really excited [about the future] -- a lot of great opportunities for great 

music and embracing a new community. Both congregations have wonderful musical traditions. I look forward 

to honoring the musical legacies of both communities and beginning to create a new Kol Dorot musical tradition.”  

Cantor Sarah grew up outside Philadelphia in Glenside, PA. From early on, she loved singing and was involved in 

synagogue music; first as a toddler in Tot Shabbat, then in the children and teen choir and, after her bat mitzvah, 

in the High Holiday adult choir. She fondly remembers how her cantor noticed how much she loved music and en-

couraged her to join her on the bimah to sing frequently during Shabbat services and to chant Torah and Hafto-

rah on Shabbat mornings. Early as it was, Sarah knew she wanted to become a cantor. Her reasons for becoming a 

(Continued on Page 11.)  

Meet Cantor Sarah Silverberg by Marlys Lehmann 

Help Launch Kol Dorot 

Communications 
 

        Photo | Design | Social | Marketing | PR 

 

Email us today: info@koldorot.org  

http://www.hackensackumcpv.com/
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Jim Rensink is not a shy man. The newly formed congregation of Kol Dorot may well 

find its music director joining in the singing, magnificently, in Hebrew, or rising from 

his music for a personal announcement, perhaps of a coming music program, using 

his understanding of the congregation and wonderful sense of humor. 

He has been with Temple Beth El for 30 years, bringing along his talent and 

knowledge of Hebrew (though he’s a non-Jew, as he puts it.) Jim began singing in the 

synagogue choir as a teenager in Janesville, Wisconsin, where he grew up. After 

earning graduate degrees, Jim sang and played the piano throughout the United 

States and Europe. 

He is proud to tell you that he and his wife, Jean, whom he met in middle-school, are the parents of triplets. 

Weighing less than four pounds total at birth, the three young men are Juilliard graduates and brass players, one 

each on the trumpet, trombone and French horn, all in different orchestras. 

Jim is excited about his position in the new congregation, seeing lots of possibilities working with Cantor Sarah on 

music and a newly formed worship band. He is interested in learning the two congregations’ commonalities. And he 

will continue to bring in world-class guest artists to participate in Shabbat services.  

We welcome Jim’s music, voice, personality and guests as he becomes an integral part of our Kol Dorot community. 

A Memorable Year  
by Barbara Weinberg, Director Kol Dorot Early Learning Center 

Our children have flourished at Temple Beth El this year, and we have 

created many memories in our nursery school hallways. From our 4s trip to 

Israel, our 3s community helper project, and our 2s caterpillar/butterfly 

discovery, we have all shared many special moments that will be cherished 

forever. It has been a true joy for our faculty and staff to share in the 

process together. 

And there are more fond memories to make at the Kol Dorot Early Learning 

Center! Registration is now open for the 2019-2020 school year. Please 

visit koldorot.org/elc,  email, or  contact me in the Early Learning Center 

office at (201) 768-3726.  I wish you an enjoyable and relaxing summer!    

Our Music Director: Jim Rensink by Marlys Lehmann 

Barbara Weinberg 

See our Early Learning Center ad on Page 12  
 koldorot.org/elc  (201) 768-3726 
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4. Visit Jewish tourist sites. Jewish history and life is so rich that just about anywhere you go on vacation offers 

something of Jewish interest to see. Whether it’s visiting the first Reform temple in the United States (in Charles-

ton, S.C.), finding the Jews in the Baseball Hall of Fame, or touring medieval synagogues in Spain, there's a lot to 

see that’s Jewish. 

5. Read a Jewish book. Did you know that there are Jewish mystery novels? Jewish science fiction? Jewish adven-

ture books? Whatever genre, there are great Jewish authors and Jewish books.   

6. Participate in a social action project. Summer is a great time for social action projects, either as an individual or 

as a family. Food pantries and pet shelters always look for helpers. Or inquire with any other organization and find 

some time to help repair the world.  

Wherever the summer takes you, whatever activities engage you, I hope it is a peaceful, relaxing, rewarding, 

and Jewishly enriching summer!  

Rabbi Widzer Summertime Judaism (Continued from page 3.) 

 

 

Rabbi David Widzer 

 

SERVICES 6PM PRE-ONEG 5:30PM 

 

OUR FIRST SHABBAT TOGETHER!!! 

JUNE 21
st

 | KOL DOROT WEST 

 

56 Ridgewood Road, Township of Washington, NJ 07676 

http://www.pdlinsure.com/
http://www.danahallfirm.com/
mailto:carollipton@kw.com
http://www.nianationalrealty.com/
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"The school is truly a special place", explains Leah Horesh, whose son graduates this week. (Mazel tov!) "The 

teachers care for the children as their own and demonstrate the utmost passion for what they do. Words can’t 

really describe the warmth and love that radiate through the hallways and classrooms. My son has grown tre-

mendous amounts through his three years in the school, not only academically but socially as well. Now my 

daughter will be starting the 2s in September, and I am so thrilled we will remain part of this community. We feel 

that it is not just a school, but truly an extension of our family!"  

Just like his father, Alan Finkelstein's son graduated from Beth El's nursery school. "We are proud to be a second-

generation family of the nursery school", says Alan and his wife Yafit, whose son graduated last year. "We wit-

nessed how the incredible teaching staff succeeded in instilling the love of Judaism in our little boy by engaging 

him with many fun-filled and hands-on educational activities." He and other children enjoy singing Shabbat and 

holiday songs, performing Hanukkah and Passover plays, and sharing their mitzvahs of the week with their class-

mates. And let's not forget about their love of eating challah every Friday. 

Yulia and Joe Deninzon chose the nursery school for their daughter because "the teacher-to-student ratio was 

the best seen out of all the schools we visited, and the children receive plenty of individual attention." Their 

daughter attended the K -1 religious school program this 

year with many of her former pre-school friends. Her older 

brother has attended religious school for the past five 

years.  

"There is a beautiful community of parents at TBE, and we 

value the new friendships we have made. We also formed 

friendships with TBO families whose children graduated 

with our daughter," says Yulia. TBO members Suzanna and 

Neal Breit's son is friends with Deninzon's daughter. "Our 

son treasures his pre-school experience," comments Neal. 

When preparing for this article, I asked my son what he 

liked about the school. He replied, "Mommy, I am proud I went to pre-school there. I LOVED my teachers. They 

were fun and taught me a lot. I really liked how they joked with me. I am proud I learned about Israel, Jewish hol-

idays, mitzvahs and recyclable art." His favorite moments with his friends were taking the 4s' "trip" to Israel, 

making hanukkiahs, playing Teddy Tennis and soccer, and reading with "Grandma Marlys” [AKA Marlys Lehmann, 

a TBE past president ]. "It was cool when you visited my 3s class to teach us Spanish."  

This week, Dara Kornblatt celebrated her second child's nursery school graduation. (Mazel tov!) She raves that 

"the school is run by the warmest, most caring, and terrific humans. They know how to educate young children 

in a fun and safe environment. My children absolutely adored their time here and I would recommend it to any-

one!” 

In a few short months, Alizah Diamond's and Leah Horesh's daughters, along with their classmates, will learn and 

play at the Kol Dorot Early Learning Center. New childhood memories will be made and cherished much like the 

Beth El's nursery school families have done for decades. The Kol Dorot Early Learning Center will instill Jewish 

pride and values in our community's youngest members for generations to come.  

Making New Memories (Continued from page 1.) 

Rachel Fischer, age 3 in 1997, with proud papa David 
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11 

Women of TBE and TBO are invited to  

our end of year celebration as we 

create our new Women of Kol Dorot 

Tuesday, June 18 @ 7pm at The Hill  

252 Schraalenburgh Rd., Closter  

$36 per person includes dinner,  

dessert and wine.  

Checks made payable to 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth El. 

RSVP Jan Miller janlmiller113@gmail.com | (201) 401-1126  

Cantor Sarah (Continued from Page 6.)  

cantor deepened further during her college summer internship at a nursing home where she sang in the demen-

tia unit. There she saw how deeply touched and moved the residents were by the music they remembered from 

their youth. “I knew I wanted to become a cantor to help people connect to Judaism and their spirituality 

through music.”  Following her cantorial study at Hebrew Union College, she decided to do a year-long intern-

ship as a chaplain at the VA Hospital in Manhattan. 

Her time visiting and listening to veterans and offer-

ing them spiritual and emotional support at a VA hos-

pital deepened her sense that as a cantor she could 

provide not only music but also pastoral care.  

Cantor Sarah lives in Waldwick with her husband, 

Marc, who works in investor relations, along with 

their nearly three year-old daughter, Maya, and the 

newest addition, Emma Lily, born just a few weeks 

ago. Big sister Maya was born a few weeks before 

Rabbi Noah’s younger daughter, Franny. The ener-

getic girls love to play together when they see each 

other at temple. 

We look forward to seeing and hearing Cantor Sarah 

back on the bimah later this summer. Mazel tov to 

the Silverberg family! 

mailto:Jan%20Miller%20janlmiller113@gmail.com
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